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What's New!

Recent Reports and Resources

on Early Care & Education Finance

Below is a brief list of resources that members of the Alliance for Early Childhood Finance have found helpful in their work.  (Most reports are recently published; a few are older, but recently 'discovered' by us.)  To guide the reader, the resources are grouped into categories and followed by a brief description and web link.  The URLs are links, so hopefully all you have to do is click them.  If you have trouble with a link, try cutting and pasting the URL into your browser. 

 

New from the Linking Economic Development and Child Care Project 

On January 10, 2006, the Shared Services Learning Community held a conference call to explore various administrative approaches/governance strategies for shared service alliances. Handouts from the call describe three approaches, including: forming a single non-profit entity; forming a family child care provider "trust", and negotiating contracts with a single administrative entity. For copies of resource materials, go to: http://government.cce.cornell.edu/doc/reports/childcare/conference_call.asp 

On May 24th, 2006, the Linking Economic Development and Child Care Project co-sponsored a conference for economic developers in New York State, Cultivating Connections: Linking Economic Development and Child Care. Issue briefs and power point presentations from the conference are available at http://government.cce.cornell.edu/doc/viewpage_e.asp?ID=May2006Conference 

Materials include: a statewide survey of economic developers, labor force trends, economic development planning, transportation and child care, banking finance and federal community development funds, energizing human capital, and others.

Victories for Early Care and Education in the November 2006 Election

Arizona voters approved the Early Childhood Development and Health Initiative (Prop 203) – 53% to 47%.  The initiative is expected to raise as much as $150 million a year from a tax of 4 cents per cigarette (80 cents/pack), 8 cents per cigar and 9 cents per ounce of other tobacco products.  

“What’s New” is made possible by a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to Smart Start’s National Technical Assistance Center. For more information, email gscobb@ncsmartstart.org. 

The objectives for which funds can be spent include increasing quality and access to early childhood development and health programs and services (as well as family support, professional development, coordination and public information).  The law sets up a state board and regional partnership 

councils.  The state board was appointed and met in late January for the first time.  The state board designates regions and appoints the regional councils and will approve regional funding plans.  For the first two years, the state board directs the funds until FY2008-09 when regional councils will be operational.  The campaign to pass the initiative was called First Things First.  For the full text of the ballot initiative, go to: http://www.azsos.gov/results/2006/general/BallotMeasureText/PROP%20203%20(I-16-2006).htm  For more info on the campaign to pass it, go to http://www.firstthingsfirstaz.com/ 

Voters in Denver, Colorado approved a .12% sales tax (12 cents on a $100 purchase) to increase access to and improve quality of preschool services for Denver children.  It passed with a slim margin and is expected to raise about $12 million annually.  Any 4-year-old Denver child can get tuition assistance to attend preschool. The amount depends on the quality of the preschool and the family’s incomes.  Any program in or near Denver that a parent chooses may participate.  The preschool program is to be managed by an independent nonprofit agency.  For more info, go to www.preschoolmatters.org
Nebraska voters approved 54 to 46 a constitutional amendment to allow “perpetual school funds” to be used for early childhood education.  The amendment creates an early childhood education endowment fund and moves $40 million into the fund.  Interest and income from the fund can be used to support early education.  The amendment requires that $20 million in private funds be added to the endowment by July 1, 2011 or the $40 million reverts to the use of the common schools.  Early childhood education is defined as “programs operated by or distributed through the common [public] schools promoting development and learning for children from birth to kindergarten-entrance age.”   A $60 million fund ought to generate at least $5-7 million annually.  Nebraska currently spends about $2 million its early childhood grants program.  Nebraska has created the first state ‘endowment fund’ for early education. For text of the amendment, go to http://www.sos.state.ne.us/elec/pdf/const_amd_gen_elect2006.pdf
Workplace Flexibility – part of the Early Childhood System

This report from the Center for Law and Social Policy, Flex in the City: The Story of a Mayor and His Vision by Webb Lyons, describes efforts in Houston, where Mayor Bill White has taken a personal role in fostering a workplace flexibility initiative. The Houston effort is designed not only to give workers more control over their lives, but also to reduce traffic congestion. The Mayor and his staff promoted “Flex in the City,” a two-week period in September 2006 designed to get more employers to adopt a workplace flex option. This issue brief, the fourth in CLASP's work-life balance series, links to a live 10-minute interview with the Mayor and also points to other programs and legislation around the U.S. that make the connection between workplace flexibility and reduced traffic congestion. For a copy of the report, go to http://www.clasp.org/publications/flex_in_the_city.pdf 
A new report from the Families and Work Institute highlights how small, medium and large-size organizations from across the nation are using workplace flexibility to make work “work” for employers and for employees. The report, When Work “Works”: New Ideas from the Winners of the Alfred P. Sloan Awards for Business Excellence in Workplace Flexibility, is available at: 

http://familiesandwork.org/site/research/reports/3wbooklet.pdf  

Healthcare for the Child Care Workforce – part of the Early Childhood System
Child Care Meets Health Care: What Other States Can Teach Us About Insuring The Child Care Workforce In Illinois (July 2003)
In Illinois and across the nation, there is a health care crisis in the child care profession.  This report explores how four states in addition to Illinois, Rhode Island, North Carolina, Massachusetts and California are addressing this problem. Seven different health insurance programs, falling under three major models, are examined and evaluated for what lessons they may have for Illinois.  For the executive summary, go to: http://www.actforchildren.org/_uploads/documents/live/Health_Insurance_Report_Executive_Summary.pdf 

For the full report, go to: http://www.actforchildren.org/_uploads/documents/live/Full_Health_Insurance_Report.pdf 

Quality Rating Systems

Comparison of Financial Incentives in State’s Quality Improvement and Rating Systems

December 2006

This chart compiled by Kristen Kerr and Anne Mitchell provides details on all types of financial incentives in the states operating a QRS in 2006.  These include grants, bonuses, and awards; tiered subsidy reimbursements; scholarships; wage supplements; tax credits; and loans linked to quality rating systems.  To download the full chart, go to:  

http://www.earlychildhoodfinance.org/Publications/QRSFinancialIncentives2006.doc  

Cost and Budget Tools

Developing Fiscal Analyses and Children's Budgets to Support ECCS: Budgeting Tools for Early Childhood Systems is a state resource from Project THRIVE at the National Center for Children in Poverty.   It offers state Early Childhood Comprehensive System (ECCS) initiatives practical advice on conducting fiscal scans and creating early childhood budgets. Using a “how to” approach, this document features exemplary approaches, tables, and tools that highlight state and local experience in fiscal analysis. Go to http://nccp.org/pub_tst06c.html
Validating a Tool for Comparing Early Care and Education Program Costs, by Peg Oliviera, is a report and tool for estimating the operating costs of a center-based early care and education program.  The primary finding of this study was that regardless of the size of the budget, the number of children served, or staff characteristics, classroom specific workforce costs on average accounted for about 61% of total program costs in this small sample.  Developed by the CT Early Care and Education Finance Project, the tool is an interactive spreadsheet that estimates the costs of operating a “generic” center or school-based early care and education program for preschool aged children. (September 2006)  For the full report, go to http://www.ctkidslink.org/pub_detail_311.html
International Comparisons

Starting Strong II: Early Childhood Education and Care is a new report from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development that provides a comparative picture of early care and education in 20 industrialized nations, including the U.S., and includes country profiles.  It describes the social, economic, conceptual and research factors that influence early childhood policy. These include increasing women’s labor market participation; reconciling work and family responsibilities on a more equitable basis for women; confronting the demographic challenges faced by OECD countries; and in particular, addressing issues of access, quality, diversity, child poverty and educational disadvantage.  It discusses new policy initiatives and identifies ten policy areas for further critical attention from governments.  To read the Executive Summary, go to: http://www.oecd.org/document/63/0,2340,en_2649_34511_37416703_1_1_1_1,00.html 

Smarter Reform

Smarter Reform: A National Policy Agenda for an Early Care and Education System is a plan written by Anne Mitchell and Louise Stoney, co-founders of the Alliance for Early Childhood Finance. It offers a five-point plan from the federal/national perspective for the development of an early care and education system.
http://www.earlychildhoodfinance.org/Publications/FINALFINALFINAL%20policy%20agenda%2011%2010%2006.doc
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